The Current Status and Experience Gained With the Identification and Documentation of Living Modified Organisms (LMO)

St. Kitts and Nevis does not have the system in place to identify and document Living Modified Organisms, but we have recently completed our National Biosafety Framework (NBF) which is awaiting implementation. The goal of this framework is to ensure an appropriate level of protection of human, animal and plant health and life in the development and application of modern biotechnology, while ensuring the well-being of the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis. The National Biosafety Framework was developed to cover the government policy on biosafety and regulate a regime for biosafety. Other areas of focus included a system to handle notifications and request for authorization, a systems for follow up such as enforcement and monitoring for environmental effects, and a mechanism for public awareness, education and participation. Section I of the National Biosafety Framework (NBF) outlines the Biosafety Policy. In Section II is a summary report of the existing legal framework of St. Kitts and Nevis with relevance to the Cartagena Protocol, and Section III gives the Biosafety Act that provides the administrative system to handle notification for authorization. The last section of the framework, Section IV, focuses on the Biosafety Regulations.

This policy sets an overall framework in which adequate safety measures will be developed and put into force, so that St. Kitts and Nevis can minimize possible risks to human health and the environment while extracting maximum benefit from any potential that modern technology may offer. This National Policy on Biosafety is also an important tool to ensure that the knowledge, practices and benefits of St. Kitts and Nevis traditional techniques are safeguarded. 
 Once this policy has been implemented, there are a number of regulations that would be inserted to help support the overall goal and/or objective of the National Biosafety Framework in order to help protect our country by minimizing the possible risk to human health and the environment. The Biosafety policy framework reflects the commitment of the Government of St. Kitts and Nevis in ensuring appropriate levels of protection in the safe use of modern biotechnology based on the precautionary principle and in accordance with other national policies within the framework of sustainable development of the country for the benefit of present and future generations of the citizens of St. Kitts and Nevis. There are number of objectives that National Biosafety Framework is geared towards achieving. It must support and facilitate capacity building in Biosafety with particular reference to regulatory management, risk assessment, risk management and risk communication, including the development of a roster of experts in biosafety. The policy also emphasizes that effective mechanisms should be established to regulate the importation, management, use, and exportation of GMOs and GMOs used in food, feed, and processing. Also, there must be biosafety measures implemented in order to ensure that there will be no adverse effects of modern biotechnology on human health, the environment, food security, biodiversity or existing agricultural activities and markets. All matters related to the handling and/or use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and its products in St. Kitts and Nevis shall be in accordance with the goal and objectives as expressed in this policy. There are a number of regulations that are outlined in the NBF that would help edify the procedures that must be followed in compliance with the framework. For example, Part IV of the policy would prohibit anyone from transporting a genetically modified organism unless that GMO is registered in accordance with the provisions or the regulations made under this Act. Additionally, no one shall introduce any GMO into the environment without a proper license issued in that respect. 
Once this framework is implemented, St. Kitts and Nevis shall ensure that the biosafety regulations are established based on the principle and advanced informal agreements. The production, use, import, sale, or trans-boundary movements of modern biotechnology applications, practices and products conform fully to all relevant national legislation and international agreements and obligations to which St. Kitts and Nevis in signatory. This will include a mechanism to ensure the traceability of GMO products. There will be adequate regulations and procedures established to address national food security needs in the event of an emergency. Public awareness, education and participation in the decision-making processes will be made essential for ensuring the ethical and astute use of modern biotechnological applications, practices and products for socio-economic development, without jeopardizing the environment, indigenous cultures and practices, biodiversity or human health. In compliance with the CBD treaty, it shall provide a mechanism that will allow fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from commercial and other utilization of genetic resources. The framework will also emphasize the National safety guidelines and implementation practices that must be adopted by industries using modern technology or their products, and also the labeling of genetically modified products shall be mandatory so that the consumer may make an informed choice. Public awareness of modern technology in relation to assessment of potential risks/benefits/alternatives and management techniques shall be enhanced, involving the community at large, including policy makers, legislators, administrators, the private sector and biotechnology industries.
In order for us in St. Kitts and Nevis to achieve these goals and objectives and facilitate adherence to the policy principles, we are prepared to use the following organizational arrangements and mechanisms for implementation. To help support and promote success in this framework, a National Biosafety Board has been established to oversee the management and coordination process for production, importation and the use of GMO material in St. Kitts and Nevis. The National Biosafety Coordinating Committee will support and facilitate capacity building in biosafety to ensure the effective regulatory management of GMOs in the federation. In the attempt to provide Public Awareness, Education and Participation the National Biosafety Board will include a suitable person to be the Public Relations Specialist responsible for ensuring public awareness and participation through periodic public consultation and the dissemination of up to date information of GMO issues using all available media. 
St. Kitts and Nevis has participated in past training activities which have dealt with the GMOs and LMOs, but there is a poor local awareness on the island. One of the problems that has come out of these training is that the past trainees are not given the chance to update the information that they had gained from the previous workshops, and as a result they are not familiar with the requirements. There are many people who buy products that contain GMOs, but because they are not aware of the effects that these products may have on then and also on the environment, they continue using such products. The challenge will be for us to have strong public awareness surrounding GMOs and LMOs to help reduce the potential risk that the use of LMO products could have on human health and on the environment. It will be important for us that the information surrounding LMOs and GMOs be tailaired depending on the target group and be introduced at different levels. The is a need for more training in specific areas such as risk management and the indentification of the other areas in realation to the GMOs and the LMOs. This is not presently something that is being done in St. Kitts and I think I am safe to say that it is not a practice being done throughout the Eastern Caribbean either, since we do not have the mechanism to successfully identify these different organisms.
In conclusion, with the above issues noted, it is highly recommended that St. Kitts and Nevis gets the National Biosafety Framework (NBF) implemented as soon as possible so that all the necessary person such as Customs Officers and other national competent authoritoes can received the required training in the role that would allow them to effectively document and indentify both LMOs and GMOs. 
